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Pride — Cancer of the 
Mind and Heart 


“And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, 

and the haughtiness of men shall be made low: 

and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day.” 
Isaiah 2:17 


Pride destroys, eating into the very warp and 
woof of character. It not only displeases God 
but actually sets him against man for, as Paul 
bluntly asks: “What hast thou that thou didst 
not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why 
dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received 
it?” While Peter says: “God resisteth the proud 
and giveth grace to the humble.” 


Strutting before God is blasphemous for it 
denotes a complete failure to realize who we 
are and who God is. 


Many years ago we heard Dr. Reuben A. 
Torrey say that he had known many promising 
young ministers whom God laid aside because 
they let pride creep into their lives. It is so easy 
to think of ourselves more highly than we ought 
to think. It is both easy and common for us 
to compare ourselves favorably with some one 
else, forgetting that we look on the outward 
appearance, but God looketh upon the heart. 


One reason that pride is so dangerous is 
that it slips up on us at the very point where 
reason will justify it. Few would be proud of 
flagrant sins but who is not tempted to be proud 
of those accomplishments and characteristics 
which the world acclaims? 


Pride is devastating because it is based on 
such a variety of things: physical appearance, 
personal accomplishments, position, intellect, 
power exercised, and an infinity of other reasons, 
even pride in humility (assumed) . 


Probably one of the most insidious of all forms © 


of pride and one which does the most harm to 
the individual and to those whom he may in- 


fluence is the pride of intellect. Paul says that 
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_ this can puff us up but that love builds up. 


But the basis of intellectual pride is found at 
any point where man leaves God out of the 
picture and in so doing dethrones God and 
places himself on a pedestal. It consists of these 
philosophical presuppositions in which God is 
ruled out or denied his first priority, which 
must greatly displease God and in turn prove the 
spiritual downfall of those who assume them. 


God does not expect his children to be ‘‘child- 
ish” but he does demand a child-like faith. In 


fact humility is the attitude of mind and heart 


through which man must enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven and by which he receives the blinding 
revelation that God is himself sovereign and 
infinite. 
Humility has been the characteristic of many 


of the great, in fact they are only great as they 
are humble, for the most brilliant have but 


_ discovered an infinitesimal part of that which 


God has created. But how often man struts on 


the stage of life as though he were the Creator — 


rather than the created. 


Pride of intellect is a disease which transmits 
itself and in so doing often transmits that which 
is not true. Well did Pope say: “A little learn- 
ing is a dangerous thing, drink deep or touch 
not the Pierian spring.” The validity of his 
subsequent lines: “Their shallow draughts in- 
toxicate the brain, And drinking largely sobers 
us again’, can be called in question wherever 
man pits his finite mind against the infinite 


At no point is intellectual pride more in 
evidence than in those areas where men presume 
to construct a God and a theology which is 
contrary to biblical revelation, and, at no point 
has pride done more harm. An athlete might 
be proud because of a record set, a politician 
because of a resounding majority accorded him 
by his constituents, but the worst that might 
result would be his own loss of physical prowess, 
or the ultimate loss of constituent votes. But 
when man becomes (in his own eyes) more 
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righteous than his Maker, when he places the 
human intellect (no matter how brilliant or 
accomplished) above divine revelation he has 
reached the peak of both pride and absurdity. 


Little wonder that Paul affirms that the fool- 
ishness of God is wiser than men and calls at- 
tention to the fact that not many wise men 
after the flesh are called; that God has chosen 
the foolish things of the world to confound the 
wise . . . to the specific end that no flesh 
shall glory in His presence. 


Is this pietism? It is not. Is it anti-intel- 
lectualism? Far from it. It is simply a demand 
that man conform his standards to God’s; that 
he subordinate his own intellectual processes 
to the One who is infinitely wise, reverential 
trust in whom forms the very basis of wisdom. 


“Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man 
glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty 
man glory in his might, let not the rich man 
glory in his riches; but let him that glorieth 
glory in this, that he understandeth and 
knoweth me, that I am the Lord which 
exercise lovinghindness, judgment and righteous- 
ness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, 
saith the Lord.” Jeremiah 9:23.04. 
—L.N.B. 


The Reformed Faith in 
a Latin Nutshell 


Rev. Norman Caswell of Whitechurch, On- 
tario, has sent us the following summary of the 
Reformed faith which he has found in a sermon 
by T. Adams about 1650 on Hebr. 13.8: 


Quos elegit increatos 
Redemit perditos | 
non deseret redemptos. 


When the nut is cracked in English, it cannot 
be put in so epigrammatic a fashion. But here 
is a rendering: 


Those whom He chose before they were created 
Whom He redeemed even when they were lost 
He does not forsake now that they have 
been redeemed. 7 
| —W.C.R. 


PPE LPP LL DOL OL ODP 
TEACHER WANTED for Christian School. Wire 


or call W. E. Hill, Jr., Hopewell, Virginia. — 


Prayers of Confession 


Our new hymnbook has several prayers of 
confession for use by the congregation. ‘The 
first is taken bodily from the Book of Common 
Prayer of the Church of England, the last is 
condensed from the 5lst Psalm. We regret that 
the parallel confession from the Liturgy of the 
Huguenot Church, as translated for use in 
Charleston is not included. 


Now there is no valid objection against the 
proper use of such a confession by the congre- 
gation. Cranmer and his associates such as Lati- 
mer and Knox were as truly Protestant as Cal- 
vin and Luther. Their work gave the people 
a larger part in the service of worship than 
the place assigned them in the Continental 
Churches. This is in keeping with the priest- 
hood of all believers. Laying aside such high 
church notions as an altar, a mediating priest, 
and a bishop in apostolic succession, we can 
learn from the English as well as from the Scot- 
tish Reformation. 


Only if we are to use such a prayer of con- 
fession let us use it thoughtfully, deliberately 
and reverently. It will not do for a minister 
simply to open the hymnbook at the last mo- 
ment and call an unprepared congregation to 
unite in a cold fashion in the use of a Con- 
fession. Both the Huguenots and the Episco- 


_palians do better than that. In the Huguenot 


Liturgy as in the Book of Common Prayer the 
use of the General Confession is prepared for 


_ by the minister’s recitation of appropriate Scrip- 


ture texts and by a longer or shorter appeal to 
unite with him in confessing our sins. As a 
matter of interest the two books use many of 
the same texts, such as, verses from Psalm 51, 
Psalm 143.2; I John 1.8-9. Isaiah 5.15 is a 
good one to begin with. The Huguenot Liturgy 
uses Rom. 6.23 and closes its citation of Scrip- 
ture with, “Him that cometh unto Me I will 
in no wise cast out’, Let us therefore come 


. humbly confessing our sins. 


In the Book of Common Prayer after the reci- 
tation of appropriate Scriptures, the Minister 
shall say: 


“Dearly beloved brethren, the Scripture 
moveth us, in sundry places, to acknowledge 
and confess our manifold sins and wickedness; 
and that we should not dissemble nor cloak 
them before the face of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father; but confess them with an 
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humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient heart; 
to the end that we may obtain forgiveness 
of the same, by his infinite goodness and 
mercy. And although we ought, at all times, 
humbly to acknowledge our sins before God; 
yet ought we chiefly so to do, when we as- 
semble and meet together to render thanks 


for the great benefits that we have received 


at His hands, to set forth His most worthy 
praise, to hear His most holy Word, and to 
ask those things which are requisite and neces- 
sary, as well for the body as for the soul. 
Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many 


as are here present, to accompany me with a. 


pure heart, and humble voice, unto the throne 
of the heavenly grace, saying - ” 


I have been present when this was read from 
the heart of a miodest minister whose service 
was that of a brother calling his brethren 
humbly to unite with him in a prayer for for- 
giveness which each needed. The Gospel is 
set forth in the Scriptural promises and the 
Spirit may well use such a devout attention to 
this part of the service for the conversion of 
souls. 

* * * 

But someone is saying, I am too evangelistic 
for all that. Well the purpose of this editorial 
is not to pressure anyone into using a general 
confession, it is only to insist that the use of 
such be done prayerfully, deliberately and 
meaningfully. But those who think they are 
too evangelistic to have any use for the Book 


of Common Prayer of the Church of England - 


may be interested in this story given me by 
Professor Norman Sikes of Cambridge. When 
Dr. Billy Graham was there the Cambridge 
Press had a reception for him and asked him 
to choose from all its stock a Bible into which 
they wished to put a special sheet commemorat- 
ing his momentous visit to the University. After 
some deliberation, Billy replied that he wore 
out a number of Bibles every year, and that 
he would like to ask instead that they put the 
memorial sheet into a copy of the Book of 
Common Worship which he liked to use with 
his family and which accordingly would not 
be worn out. 
—W.C.R. 


“Thou Art Peter” or 
“Jesus Is Lord”? 


In the Currie Lectures at Austin,* Dr. G. S. 
Henry sharpens the contrast between the Roman 
Catholic and the Protestant doctrines of the 
Holy Spirit and the Church as to which of these 
texts receives the preeminence. “The Roman 
Catholic interprets the Spirit as the soul of 
the Church and so blurs the distinction between 
Christ and the Church; Protestantism recognizes 
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the Spirit as the Spirit of Christ, i.e., the Spirit 
in which Christ, remaining identical with Him. 
self, is present with his Church as Saviour and 
Lord.”, p.67. “The Spirit who indwells the 
Roman Catholic Church bears witness to the 
Church; it is a spirit that says, Tu es Petrus 
(that is, Thou Pope Pius XII art the Rock), 
not Kyrios Jesous (‘Jesus is Lord”), I Cor. 
12.3.”, p.66. In the Roman Church the power 
and authority of the Holy Spirit are regarded 
as the possession given to the Church for its 


| exercise. 


On the other hand, “In the New ‘Testament 
the authority of the Holy Spirit is an authority 
to which the Church remains subject; it is the 
principle of the Church’s obedience .. . for the 
Church of the New Testament did not experi- 
ence the Spirit as an immanent principle by 
which it succeeded to the authority of its Lord 
but as a presence in whom its living Lord con- 
tinued to exercise His own authority. The 
presence of the Holy Spirit was marked by the 
confession of the Lordship of Jesus (I Cor. 
12.3) not the magisterium of the Church.” p.57. 


We cannot too heartily endorse this distinc- 
tion. We invite the distinguished lecturer, his 
hearers and readers, to unite with us in making 
and keeping this the principle of American 
Presbyterianism: not the Church as master, but 
as minister; not subjection to the brethren as- 
sumed to own the Spirit, but by the grace of 
the Holy Spirit meaningfully calling Jesus Lord, 
I Cor. 12.3. For in the words of our Dr. Peck, 
Slavery to Christ alone is the true and only 
freedom of the human soul. —W.C.R. 


*The Holy Spirit in Christian Theology, Westminster, 1956 


The Empty Tomb 


The Moslem worships at the tomb of the 


Prophet. The Pope has his archaeologists ex- 
cavating beneath St. Peter’s in the hope of 


_ finding the bones of Simon the Rock disciple. 


But the Christian faith issues from an emptied 
tomb, and lives in the power of the Resurrected 
Christ. 


Each of the four Gospels mentions this empty 
tomb. The primitive Gospel presented in First 
Corinthians fifteen has been given exhaustive 
study by Professor Wolfgang Nauck of Tuebin- 
gen in a recent issue of the Berlin periodical 


Zeitschrift fuer NT Wissenchaft. The conclu- 


sions of this scholarly study follow: 


' In his whole argument Paul presupposes © 


that the grave of Jesus is empty. This pre- 
supposition he shares with the old formula 
which goes back to the primitive Palestinian 
tradition: “died - buried - raised - - appeared”. 
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The thought of the empty grave is for him an 
independent premise in his discussion with 
the fanatical-spiritualistic view of the Resur- 
rection taught by the Gnostics in Corinth 
which, in Paul’s eyes, was equivalent to the 
denial of the Resurrection. 


Indeed, even unbelievers had trouble in the 


first century with this stubborn. fact. They 


concocted the story that the disciples stole the 
body, Matt. 28.16. An inscription was discov- 
ered at Nazareth in 1878 and published in 
1930 by F. Cumont in Revue. Historique. This 
is an imperial decree from the time of Claudius 
condemning as worthy of punishment by death 
the removal of bodies from their tombs by 
wicked guile. It looks as if the Emperor or 


his Procurator set up a copy of this decree at 


Nazareth, the centre of the Galilean movement, 


in an effort to suppress the Christian testimony . 


that the tomb had been emptied by God’s act 
in raising Jesus our Lord from the dead. 


In the third and fourth Gospels the account 
of the folded graveclothes in the neatly ordered 
tomb gives the lie to the charge of anyone’s 
having stolen the body of Jesus, and attests 
the Lordship of the resurrected ONE. 

—W.C.R. 


Pensacola Theological 
Institute Report 


The prospect of a resurgence of theological 
life in America could find no more important 
encouragement than when on the grass-roots 
level, ministers, students and laity together take 
time for diligent study of the great doctrines of 
Scripture. This is the significance of the first 
Pensacola Theological Institute held at McIlwain 
Memorial Presbyterian Church in Pensacola, 
Florida, September 1 to 8. | 


Registrations came from seven southern states 
to include thirty-three out-of-town guests, most- 
ly ministers and students. Enrolled for classes 
were seventy persons who might be described 
technically as qualified for advanced theological 
study because they were college graduates. In 
addition ten college students attended from a 
half dozen colleges as well as many laymen whose 
serious interest in Bible study made them im- 
mediately acceptable as students. One elder 
drove over 400 miles with his pastor and, de- 
scribing the benefits he himself received, in- 
sisted future institutes should reach a larger 
number of laymen. 


Morning classes from Monday to Friday 
averaged 62, an early evening class 92, with 


much larger attendance for the evening preach- 


ing services. For each of two Sundays there was 
a total attendance of more than a thousand at 
the four services and classes which comprised the 
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combined activity of the Institute and McIlwain 
Church. 


The standard of instruction was established 
by securing an outstanding faculty composed 
of the Rev. Robert Strong, S.T.D., minister of 
the First Presbyterian ‘Church of Augusta, 
Georgia; the Rev. Prof. Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D., 
Professor of Philosophy at Butler University in 
Indianapolis; and the Rev. Prof. Edward J. 
Young, Ph.D., Professor of Old Testament at 
Westminster Theological Seminary in. Philadel- 
phia. Their courses have already been widely 
announced and so will not be reviewed here 
except to indicate that to them was added a 
discussion hour with Prof. Morton H. Smith 
of Belhaven College as chairman. The faculty 
composed the panel for these question periods 
which evoked intense interest. 


The future of the Institute was committed 
to the entire group of visiting ministers in a 
special session for this purpose on Thursday 
afternoon. From the beginning of the discus- 
sion there was no doubt that there was unani- 
mous demand that the Institute become an an- 
nual affair. The choice of location was next 
settled in favor of at least one more year at 
Pensacola, enthusiasm running high for the 
recreational facilities of the area as well as the 
hospitality of McIlwain Church. A committee 
was elected from this group of ministers to work 
out details of a Sponsoring Committee for the 
next Institute and to select a possible faculty. 
This report was later revised and adopted by 
the larger group. It is hoped that the faculty 
can be announced this Fall but already the 
date has been set for August 31 to September 7, 
1958, dates that should be marked even now 
on the calendars of all who are interested. 


In addition to the Pensacola Theological In- 
stitute next Fall, preliminary conversations and 
inquiries have been made regarding the possi- 
bility of having one or two short institutes at 
other points across our assembly about the end 
of January, including periods from Monday 
noon through Wednesday noon. Those inter- 


_-ested in either this or the Pensacola Institute 


should correspond with the Rev. Donald C. 
Graham, 1214 East Blount Street, Pensacola, 
Florida. Widest-possible interest and support are 
desired for both these projects. 


_ Expenses of those attending were kept at a 
minimum, largely through rooms being provid- 
ed in homes of the community and by the splen- 
did cooperation of the various organizations of 


the host church which served eighteen meals 


at cost price. Public contributions and offerings 
were generous enough to care for all expenses 
and leave a balance of several hundred dollars. 


It is felt that the purpose of the Institute 
has been more than vindicated through this 
happy and beneficial experience. Zeal for a 
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deepening knowledge of the truths of our Con- 
fession of Faith, desired enlightenment on 
higher-critical intrusions upon the validity of 
the Scriptures as the Word of God, opportuni- 
ties to fellowship and play together with those 
who share the broad interests of the kingdom, 
and a burning desire to find ever fresh life and 
power in “the whole counsel of God’’—these are 
worthy goals to draw men together for such 
an Institute. It can be no substitute for regular 
sources of theological education and presbyterial 
work and fellowship, but it can play its part 
and have a most salutary effect upon the work 
and life of our church generally. 


Testimony drawn from letters arriving at 
McIlwain Church during the past few days re- 
flect the interest of men who came to the first 
Institute uncertain as to what exactly they might 
find but each of whom has become an enthus- 
iastic apostle to make the next Institute twice 
or thrice the size of the one just past. From a 
Pastor in north Georgia: “I feel that my min- 
istry has been greatly enriched and believe the 
benefits to the Presbyterian Church, U.S., and 
especially to the visiting ministers, will long 
be felt.” From a Columbia Seminary senior 
with a student pastorate in Charlotte, N. C., 
“inspirational, biblical, enjoyable 
and very beneficial in every respect . . . con- 
tinue the institute for we feel that it fills a 
definite need enroll my wife and me 
for another year enclosing check.” From 
a southern Alabama pastor: “I have been amazed 
at how much could be accomplished in such 
a short time I have felt a real growth 
in my own Christian life and ministry.” From 
the pastor of the First Church in Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi: “The scholarly instruction, the un- 
swerving loyalty to the Word of God that char- 
acterized the faculty, the stimulating discussions, 
and the cordial hospitality and spiritual atmos- 
phere of MclIlwain Church, all combined to 
make the Institute a most profitable and in- 
spiring experience. My family, too, had a very 
enjoyable stay in the Pensacola area. You may 
be sure that we shall be looking forward to 
next year’s Institute with great interest.” And 
from the Bay Street Church pastor of the same 
city: “The seriousness of purpose of those at- 
tending as well as the earnest and fine quality 
of the teachers were very stimulating to me. 
My faith was strengthened and my zeal has been 
increased. I am determined by the grace of 
God to have another such experience.” 


_ A prize winning Columbia Seminary graduate 

student writes: “The Institute was a real bless- 
ing and inspiration to me. I thank God that 
the Reformed tradition and the Presbyterian 
heritage are being carried down through the 
ages by those who earnestly hold to the historic 
Reformed Faith. I believe this is a gracious 
work of God’s providence.” The Perry, Georgia, 
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pastor writes: “I am of the opinion that this 
has been the richest experience that I have had 
in many years and my ministry will be greatly 
affected by it. I am confident that the Church 
will reap the benefit from this for a long time.” 


A Columbia Seminary middler and member 
of the Student Council sends this word: “For 


one in the midst of seminary training, the In- 


stitute proved highly profitable. Stimulation of 
thought was expected and found to be highly 
challenging. But it is for the inspiration and 
encouragement. to increased study in the Scrip- 
tures and the system which it undergirds— 
Reformed ‘Theology—that I am most grateful.” 


A lengthy resolution drawn up by visiting 
ministers and passed by the Institute student 
group described in part: “Our lives and our 
ministries have been enriched because of this 
experience together. We are confident that a 
continued effort in this direction will have a 
tremendous impact in the maintaining of the 
standards of the Reformed Faith. This is the 
beginning of a good work and it is our prayer 
that it will be performed “until the day of 


Jesus Christ.” 


LETTERS 


KENOSIS 


The Journal is in receipt of a lengthy com- 
munication from Pinehurst, N. C., called forth 
by an editorial entitled, Calvin Rejects Kenosis. 
The letter discusses many things, but returns 
to its objection to the position of the editorial 
in the concluding sentence, which read as fol- 
lows: 


“Surely Jesus emptied Himself of grace 
and glory - wisdom and power to be born 
a baby.” 


* * * * * 


In reply we invite our reader to turn with 
us to the Book. 


John, 1.14, writes: “The Word was made | 
flesh and dwelt among us and we beheld His 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth.” 


Again, 1.19, he says, “grace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ”; and 2.11, “This beginning of 
miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee and mani- 
fested forth His glory.” According to John, — 
10.18, Our Lord affirmed that He had power 
to lay down His life and power to take it again. 


Isaiah, 11.2, prophesied that upon the Branch 
from Jesse, that is upon the Messiah, the Spirit 
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of the Lord would rest, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear 
of the Lord. When John the Baptist sent to 
inquire as to Jesus’ messiahship, our Lord an- 
swered by referring to the works of power He 
was doing, Mt. 11.4-5; Lk. 7.21-23, which are 
mentioned by Isaiah, 35.3-6; 61.1-3, as the cre- 
dentials of the Messiah. On one occasion Luke, 


4.37, tells us that the power of the Lord was 
upon Him to heal; on another, 5.17, that with 
authority and power He commands the unclean 
spirits and they come out; and on still another, 
4.22, that they wonder at the gracious words, 
or the words of grace, which proceeded from 
His mouth. 

With every good wish to our correspondent. 
—W.C.R. 


Bible Translations And 


Bible Translators 


By Dr. Daniel W. Baker 


This is the second in a significant series of articles on Bible Translations by Dr. David W. Baker. 
Dr. Baker 1s a graduate of Coe College, Princeton Theological Seminary and the University of Penn- 

luanta Medical School. Later he was a Fellow in Urology in the Lahey Clinic in Boston and is now 
engaged in the practice of his specialty in Philadelphia. At the same time he is active as a Christian 
minister and carries on a prodigious amount of writing, both in the medical and theological fields. 


| II 

Unlike Ronald Knox, who writes from the 
vantage point of one on the inside looking out, 
William Carey Taylor, the author of The New 
Bible - Pro and Con, writes from the point 
of view of one on the outside looking in, though 
he is not without experience in the matter of 
Bible translation. He served for 10 years as 
a member of the Committee for the Revision 
of the Almeida Version of the Portugese Bible. 
He has been a Southern Baptist missionary 
in Brazil for over 30 years, and has been a pro- 
fessor of Greek and New Testament studies 
in several Brazilian Baptist seminaries. At the 
present time he is Professor of Christian Doc- 
trine and the Religions of the World at the 
Institato de ‘Treinamento Cristao in- Rio de 
Janeiro. 


As may be surmised from the title, Taylor’s 
book is mostly about the newly issued Revised 
Standard Version. Though he has some things 
to say about The New Bible which are very 
commendatory, and have obviously been writ- 
ten with great sincerity, how much he has to 
say for the RSV, and how much against it, 
may be judged from the fact that the “pro” 
section of his book occupies only 21 pages, 
whereas the “con” section covers the next 224 
pages! Here are some typical chapter titles: 
“Persistence in a Multitude of King James 
Errors,” “Translations That Are Wrong, and 
Sometimes Wrongheaded,” “Adding to the Word 
of God,” “Debunkers of Christ, the Bible, and 
Its Authors,” ‘‘Mistranslation by Wrecking the 
Sentence Structure of the Original,” “The 
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Known Affinities of the Translators,” ‘When 
Our Religion Loses Its “Thou’,” and “How 
Jesus Used a Version.” 


One of the most interesting chapters, and 
one which probably reveals better than any- 
thing else the basic sectarian prejudices with 
which this author approaches his subject, is 
entitled: “Cunning Sectarian Attacks Against 
Fundamental Baptist Truths.” One gets the 
impression that many of the faults he finds 
with the RSV Professor Taylor would likewise 
discover in any other version which did not 
agree with his own pre-conceptions and ad- 
mittedly sectarian prejudices. Such objections 
are not valid. For in every case we are to 
submit ourselves and our beliefs for judgment 
by the Word of God, and not vice versa. The 
standard of Truth is to be found, first of all, 
in the written Word of God, not in ourselves. 
We must find out what the Bible says, and 
adjust and correct our thoughts and lives ac- 
cordingly. No man can rightly insist on what 
the Bible ought to say, over against what it 
actually says, according to the original text! 


In this connection, one is reminded of those 
wise words which appear in the preface to The 
New Testament by George Campbell, James 
MacKnight, and Philip Doddridge, which first 
appeared in 1826, and has more recently been 
re-issued by the Baker Book House of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. Alexander Campbell was 
the editor of this New Testament translation 


. when it first appeared in 1826, and in that 


capacity he wrote: “There is no _ translation 
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that could be made that would prove all the 
tenets of any party. And if a translation that 
does not prove all the tenets and ceremonies 
of a sect, is to be censured by that sect, then 
there cannot exist any translation that would 
be considered correct.” “Some are so wedded 
to the common version,” he says, “that the 
very defects in it have become sacred; and an 
effort, however well-intended, to put them in 
possession of one incomparably superior in 
propriety, perspicuity, and elegance, is viewed 
very much in the light of ‘making a new Bible,’ 
or of ‘altering and amending the very Word 
of God!” 


But make no mistake about it, neither Pro- 
fessor ‘Taylor nor his book fall altogether into 
these categories. Quite apart from his admitted 
sectarian prejudices — and fortunately he does 
admit them — he has presented some funda- 
mentally sound criticisms of the RSV which 
illustrate a number of the things which the 
average reader should be looking for in that 
or any other version of the Bible. 


First, whatever else a translation may be, it 
should be an accurate translation of the original 
text. Some of the translations which Professor 
Taylor alleges to be wrong are probably due 
to the fact that he and the translators of the 
RSV are using slightly different texts. Of 
others, however, there is no question but that 
the original texts used by both of them are 
identical. And in such instances Taylor’s plea 
for accuracy is fully justified. 


For example, he says: “Here is a monstrous 
translation at the very beginning of the New 
Testament. ‘And David was the father of Solo- 
mon by the wife of Uriah.’ (Matthew 1:6.) That 
is an outrageous slander. No woman is a man’s 
wife after his death. Solomon was the child 
of David’s wife, born in wedlock, however pre- 
vious crimes may have figured in the case. He 
was not the child of fornication. Here the 
KJ (King James) and ASV (American Standard 
Version) are far superior versions.” 


In the same chapter (Matthew 1:23) he picks 
an error in the King James Version which the 
RSV has continued. They have insisted on 
translating “a virgin” whereas all the Greek 
texts available include the article before the 
noun, so that it should be translated “the 


virgin.” ‘Taylor says: “She was the virgin, the 
only one in the history of the world to whom 
that language could apply. Moffat, Basic, and 
Phillips all have the article. ‘There seems to 
be a RSV focusing of ill will on this narrative.” 


Second, a translation must be in agreement 
with its context. Professor Taylor refers to 
James 2:14 which the RSV has rendered: “Can 
his faith save him?” “But James did not say: 
‘Can his faith save him?’ argues Professor Tay- 
lor. “That implies it cannot, and merely fos- 
ters the cheap trick of trying to promote a 
civil war between one part of the Bible and 
another. . . . They translate: ‘Can his faith 
save him?’ Jesus had said: “Thy faith hath 
saved thee.’ This translation seems to take a 
contemptuous attitude of cynicism about the 
very center of the message of Jesus and Paul 
and John. The his is an RSV addition. James 
said “the faith” (just referred to) is evidently 
spurious. Can that faith (mere Jewish belief 
in divine unity, as he goes on to show) save? 
Some have translated the article that, ‘Can 
that faith save?’ And this device the RSV trans- 
lators themselves adopt openly in Romans 3:31: 
this faith. When they say his faith they leave 
the impression that it is the usual saving faith 
of a believer. This the context shows clearly 
that it is not.” | . 


Third, a translation must accurately convey 
the thought of the author. An illustration of 
this principle is found in Professor ‘Taylor's 
extensive comment which follows: “There are 
seven words, nouns and verbs, in the Greek 
New Testament, which are translated worship 
in the KJ a total of seventy times. The RSV 
preserves the record of worship given by the 
cultured Athenians to cold and lifeless idols 
(Acts 17:23); by sophisticated Gnostics to 
angels (Col. 2:17); by apostate Israel to the 
stars (Acts 7:42); by the Roman world to 
creatures versus the Creator (Rom. 1:25); by 
the “whole world,” allegedly, to Artemis (Acts 
19:27). Nor does it deny the worship of the 
devil as proposed to Jesus in his temptation. 
The RSV does not hold back the word worship 
from being legtimately used of human devotion 
and prayer to all kinds of frauds and freaks 
and superstitution. Rather it increases both the 
number of words it translates worshtp and the 
number of times it translates the chief ones 
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thus. But there is one exception. To Jesus it 
permits less worship, removes the word from 
passages about Him in nearly a dozen cases. . . . 


“The principal verb is used sixty times and 
always translated worship in the KJ Scriptures. 
Eleven of these sixty times the accompanying 


- statement is made that the worshipper fell down 
and worshipped. Here is the crux of the mat-. 


ter. The Gospels represent men as worshipping 
Jesus, in hours when he revealed His majestic 
power or person. Is that to be, by any debunk- 
ing process, diminished and rendered unbeliev- 
able, wherever a trick of translation can banish 
the testimony? ... 


“Our Gospels affirm, but the RSV, because 
of its debunking purposes, denies, in the fol- 
lowing cases the worship of Jesus: (1) the 
leper of Matthew 8:2; Mark 1:40; Luke 5:12; 
(2) Jairus, the ruler of Matthew 8:18; Mark 
5:22; Luke 8:41; (3) the Syrophonecian woman, 
Matthew 15:25; Mark 7:25; (4) the case of a 
great farsighted kneeling mother, Matthew 
20:20; (5) the Gergasene demoniac, Mark 5:6 
parallel to Luke 8:28, which does not have the 
word worship; (6) the mocking soldiers, Mark 


“Now why single out these as debunking 


cases, refusing them the right to be worshippers 


of our Lord, in Gospel history? These same 
RSV translators say the “Wise Men’ worshipped 
the baby in the manger, and that Herod pro- 
posed to. Are they superior spiritually to the 
principal recipients of our Lord’s great miracles? 
The RSV translators give the full testimony 
that Jesus was worshipped by the man born 
blind whom Jesus cured. Why the distinction? 
I confess it seems to me utterly arbitrary.” 


Fourth, the notes which accompany a transla- 
tion should be full enough and clear enough 
so as not to confuse the reader by casting un- 
warranted doubt on a reading which appears 
in the text of the translation, or by conveying 
a meaning which neither the original text nor 
the context would allow. An excellent example 
of a flagrant violation of this principle is found 
in the RSV, which Taylor describes as follows: 


“Just look at the first page of this New Testa- 
ment. On page I, an inch below the beginning 
of the New Testament, you find an e referring 


virgin Mary.’ 


_to a note which says: ‘Other ancient authorities 


read: Joseph, to whom was betrothed the virgin 
Mary, was the father of Jesus who is called 
Christ."* The effect of that on the reader is 
to affirm the ordinary birth of Jesus, instead 
of what is about to be said about his virgin 
birth. The denial of the truth gets attention 
before the New Testament has a chance to 
affirm its truth. Before Matthew is allowed to 
say: ‘Worship the virgin-born Saviour,’ the RSV 
says: ‘Attention, please. Note well. Before you 
believe that Jesus was born of the virgin, be 
sure to note that other ancient authorities state 
that this is not so. They give it out that Joseph 
was His father, while betrothed to this same 
‘Other ancient authori- 
ties. You do not know from that that they 
are a very, very small, later, and less valuable 
group of manuscripts. It is a misleading de- 
bunking of the Saviour. If you give 
credence to that note, you simply cannot be- 
lieve the New Testament. Jesus was no more 
God with us than you are God with us. 


“This is not a textbook on criticism of the 
Greek New Testament text. There is no obliga- 
tion in the world that rests in any way upon 


the translators to put in this lie about Jesus 


unless they want to circulate it.” Men are mighty 
careful how they insinuate anything about a 
woman’s reputation, yet these men virtually 
assail the character of the mother of our Lord, 


when they well know this slander merifs no 


sort of respect and has no right to a place in 
the Bible. 


“Why, then, should this insult to the Saviour 
and his mother, blessed among women, soil the 
front page of the RSV New Testament? It 
is baseless perversity. Now the KJ, the ASV, 
the Berkeley, the C. B. Williams version, Good- 
speed, the Basic Bible and so on give this stray 
slander no place on their pages in any shape, 
form or fashion. Moffatt incorporates the slan- 
der in the text itself: ‘and Joseph (to whom 
the virgin Mary was betrothed) the father of 

esus. . . ° That seems to me uttery 
wicked. He does not even give any notice of 
the almost unanimous witness of the thousands 


of Greek manuscripts. But he courageously 


made his choice. He did not leave the matter 
in doubt. The RSV half adopts his mania. 
Pitiful and incompetent indecision. Even as 
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that could be made that would prove all the 


tenets of any party. And if a translation that 
does not prove all the tenets and ceremonies 
of a sect, is to be censured by that sect, then 
there cannot exist any translation that would 
be considered correct.” ‘Some are so wedded 
to the common version,” he says, “that the 
very defects in it have become sacred; and an 
effort, however well-intended, to put them in 
possession of one incomparably superior in 
propriety, perspicuity, and elegance, is viewed 
very much in the light of ‘making a new Bible,’ 
or of ‘altering and amending the very Word 
of God!” 


But make no mistake about it, neither Pro- 
fessor Taylor. nor his book fall altogether into 
these categories. Quite apart from his admitted 
sectarian prejudices — and fortunately he does 
admit them — he has presented some funda- 
mentally sound criticisms of the RSV which 
illustrate a number of the things which the 
average reader should be looking for in that 
or any other version of the Bible. 


First, whatever else a translation may be, it 
should be an accurate translation of the original 
text. Some of the translations which Professor 
Taylor alleges to be wrong are probably due 
to the fact that he and the translators of the 
RSV are using slightly different texts. Of 
others, however, there is no question but that 
the original texts used by both of them are 
identical. And in such instances Taylor’s plea 
for accuracy is fully justified. 


For example, he says: ‘Here is a monstrous 


translation at the very beginning of the New - 


Testament. ‘And David: was the father of Solo- 
mon by the wife of Uriah.’ (Matthew 1:6.) That 
is an outrageous slander. No woman is a man’s 
wife after his death. Solomon was the child 
of David’s wife, born in wedlock, however pre- 
vious crimes may have figured in the case. He 
was not the child of fornication. Here the 
KJ (King James) and ASV (American Standard 
Version) are far superior versions.” 


In the same chapter (Matthew 1:23) he picks 
an error in the King James Version which the 
RSV has continued. They have insisted on 
translating “a virgin” whereas all the Greek 
texts available include the article before the 
noun, so that it should be translated “the 


virgin.” Taylor says: “She was the virgin, the 
only one in the history of the world to whom 
that language could apply. Moffat, Basic, and 


Phillips all have the article. ‘There seems to 


be a RSV focusing of ill will on this narrative.” 


Second, a translation must be in agreement 
with its context. Professor Taylor refers to 
James 2:14 which the RSV has rendered: “Can 
his faith save him?” “But James did not say: 
‘Can his faith save him?’ argues Professor Tay- 
lor. “That implies it cannot, and merely fos- 
ters the cheap trick of trying to promote a 
civil war between one part of the Bible and 
another. . . . They translate: ‘Can his faith 
save him?’ Jesus had said: “Thy faith hath 
saved thee.’ This translation seems to take a 
contemptuous attitude of cynicism about the 
very center of the message of Jesus and Paul 
and John. The his is an RSV addition. James 
said “the faith” (just referred to) is evidently 
spurious. Can that faith (mere Jewish belief 
in divine unity, as he goes on to show) save? 
Some have translated the article that, ‘Can 
that faith save?’ And this device the RSV trans- 
lators themselves adopt openly in Romans 3:31: 
this faith. When they say his faith they leave 
the impression that it is the usual saving faith 
of a believer. This the context shows clearly 
that it is not.” 


Third, a translation must accurately convey 
the thought of the author. An illustration of 
this principle is found in Professor Taylor’s 
extensive comment which follows: ‘There are 
seven words, nouns and verbs, in the Greek 
New Testament, which are translated worship 
in the KJ a total of seventy times. The RSV 
preserves the record of worship given by the 
cultured Athenians to cold and lifeless idols 
(Acts 17:23); by sophisticated Gnostics to 
angels (Col. 2:17); by apostate Israel to the 
stars (Acts 7:42); by the Roman world to 


creatures versus the Creator (Rom. 1:25); by 


the “whole world,” allegedly, to Artemis (Acts 
19:27). Nor does it deny the worship of the 
devil as proposed to Jesus in his temptation. 
The RSV does not hold back the word worship 
from being legtimately used of human devotion 
and prayer to all kinds of frauds and freaks 
and superstitution. Rather it increases both the 
number of words it translates worship and the 
number of times it translates the chief ones 
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thus. But there is one exception. To Jesus it 
rmits less worship, removes the word from 
passages about Him in nearly a dozen cases. . . . 


“The principal verb is used sixty times and 
always translated worship in the KJ Scriptures. 
Eleven of these sixty times the accompanying 
statement is made that the worshipper fell down 
and worshipped. Here is the crux of the mat- 
ter. The Gospels represent men as worshipping 
Jesus, in hours when he revealed His majestic 
power or person. Is that to be, by any debunk- 
ing process, diminished and rendered unbeliev- 
able, wherever a trick of translation can banish 
the testimony? .. . 


“Our Gospels affirm, but the RSV, because 
of its debunking purposes, denies, in the fol- 


lowing cases the worship of Jesus: (1) the. 


leper of Matthew 8:2; Mark 1:40; Luke 5:12; 
(2) Jairus, the ruler of Matthew 8:18; Mark 
5:22; Luke 8:41; (3) the Syrophonecian woman, 
Matthew 15:25; Mark 7:25; (4) the case of a 
great farsighted kneeling mother, Matthew 
20:20; (5) the Gergasene demoniac, Mark 5:6 
parallel to Luke 8:28, which does not have the 
word worship; (6) the mocking soldiers, Mark 


“Now why single out these as debunking 
cases, refusing them the right to be worshippers 
of our Lord, in Gospel history? These same 
RSV translators say the ‘Wise Men’ worshipped 
the baby in the manger, and that Herod pro- 
posed to. Are they superior spiritually to the 
principal recipients of our Lord’s great miracles? 
The RSV translators give the full testimony 
that Jesus was worshipped by the man born 
blind whom Jesus cured. Why the distinction? 
I confess it seems to me utterly arbitrary.” 


Fourth, the notes which accompany a transla- 
tion should be full enough and clear enough 


so as not to confuse the reader by casting un- 


warranted doubt on a reading which appears 
in the text of the translation, or by conveying 
a meaning which neither the original text nor 
the context would allow. An excellent example 
of a flagrant violation of this principle is found 
in the RSV, which Taylor describes as follows: 


“Just look at the first page of this New Testa- 
ment. On page 1, an inch below the beginning 
of the New Testament, you find an e referring 


to a note which says: ‘Other ancient authorities 


read: Joseph, to whom was betrothed the virgin 


Mary, was the father of Jesus who is called 
Christ.’* The effect of that on the reader is 
to affirm the ordinary birth of Jesus, instead 
of what is about to be said about his virgin 
birth. The denial of the truth gets attention 
before the New Testament has a chance to 
affirm its truth. Before Matthew is allowed to 
say: ‘Worship the virgin-born Saviour,’ the RSV 
says: ‘Attention, please. Note well. Before you 
believe that Jesus was born of the virgin, be 
sure to.note that other ancient authorities state 
that this is not so. They give it out that Joseph 
was His father, while betrothed to this same 
virgin Mary.’ ‘Other ancient authori- 


ties.’ You do not know from that that they 


are a very, very small, later, and less valuable 
group of manuscripts. It is a misleading de- 
bunking of the Saviour. If you give 


credence to that note, you simply cannot be- 


lieve the New Testament. Jesus was no more 
God with us than you are God with us. 


“This is not a textbook on criticism of the 


_ Greek New Testament text. There is no obliga- 


tion in the world that rests in any way upon 
the translators to put in this lie about Jesus 


unless they want to circulate it.” Men are mighty 


careful how they insinuate anything about a 
woman’s reputation, yet these men virtually 


-assail the character of the mother of our Lord, 


when they well know this slander merits no 


sort of respect and has no right to a place in 


the Bible. 


‘Why, then, should this insult to the Saviour 
and his mother, blessed among women, soil the 
front page of the RSV New Testament? It 
is baseless perversity. Now the KJ, the ASV, 
the Berkeley, the C. B. Williams version, Good- 
speed, the Basic Bible and so on give this stray 
slander no place on their pages in any shape, 
form or fashion. Moffatt incorporates the slan- 
der in the text itself: ‘and Joseph (to whom 
the virgin Mary was betrothed) the father of 
Jesus. . . . That seems to mé Gti 
wicked. He does not even give any notice of 
the almost unanimous witness of the thousands — 
of Greek manuscripts. But he courageously 


made his choice. He did not leave the matter 


in doubt. The RSV half adopts his mania. 
Pitiful and incompetent indecision. Even as 
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textual criticism, both Moffatt’s rash decision 
and the RSV indecision are indefensible. ‘The 
camel’s nose in the RSV tent will, for every 
skeptical mind, go all the way in and fill the 
tent to the exclusion of the possibility of faith 
in the virgin-born Son of God.” 


If it seems that Professor Taylor is unreason- 
ably severe in his criticism of Dr. Moffatt and 
the translators of the RSV, a few words about 
the evidence which supports the reading: “Joseph 

was the father of Jesus,” may be in order. 
To begin with, it is not found in any of the 
Greek manuscripts of the New Testaments ex- 
cept the Koridethi and the so-called Ferrar 
Group or “Family 13” which includes a few 
very late cursives. None of the early uncials 
have it. It is not found in Vaticanus, Siniaticus, 
or Alexandrinus. It is found in some of the 
Old Latin manuscripts, dating back to the 
fourth century. It is not found, however, in the 
Vulgate. It does not appear in the Peshitta, 


but it is found in the Old Syriac, for which its — 


principal support is the so-called ‘‘Siniatic 
Syriac.” 


Anyone interested in an extensive discussion 
of the reading of the Siniatic Syriac in Matthew 
1:16 should read J. G. Machen’s The Virgin 
Birth, pages 176-186. B. H. Streeter in his cur- 
rently popular study of The Four Gospels, 
which gives an extensive review of the manu- 
script tradition and the sources of the Gospels, 
says that the reading of the Siniatic Syriac: 
“Joseph . . . begat Jesus’ has “small claim 
to be regarded as the true text.” 


As for the quality of the evidence which we 
get from the Koridethi manuscript, Streeter 
recalls that the manuscript itself was discovered 
in a remote valley in the Caucasus, ‘where it 
had long been a kind of village fetish; but at 
a much earlier date it belonged to a monastery 
at Koridethi—at the far end of the Black Sea 
just inside the old frontier between Russia and 
Turkey. Owing to a chapter of accidents— 
including a disappearance for thirty years — 
its complete text only became available to 
scholars in 1913. Dr. R. P. Blake, in a joint 
article by himself and Prof. K. Lake in the 
Harvard Theological Review for July 1923, 
argues that the scribe was a Georgian, familiar 
with the Coptic script, but extremely ignorant 
of Greek. At any rate the ordinary tests by 
which the handwriting of a manuscript can 
be dated are difficult to apply; but it probably 
belongs to the eighth century.” 


From this it will be seen that the evidence 
for the reading which the translators of the 
RSV have seen fit to print as an alternate read- 
ing in their notes, is very poor indeed. No 
more than half a dozen Greek manuscripts have 
it, and these are all very late, and some of 
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very poor quality. Over against them stand 
all the other Greek manuscripts, whose total 
number is in the thousands, many of which 
are several centuries older than Koridethi and 


the so-called “Ferrar Group,” and simply as 


manuscripts, irrespective of their age, are of 
far better quality. 


Not only so, but the traditional reading is 
sustained by the unanimous testimony of the 
Fathers, including Tertullian, as far back as 
the second century, also by all the versions, 
except for a few Old Latin manuscripts, which 
are not older than the fourth century and the 
Old Syriac. 

The Old Syriac as represented by the 
Siniaticus Syriac is probably the oldest evidence 
we have for the alternate reading. However, 
it is well known that the Siniaticus Syriac is a 
poorly prepared manuscript, full of many copy- 
ist errors and other defects which are obvious to 
any scholar, and admitted by all. Machen has 
suggested that even this alternate reading, 
which may easily have been the father of all 


the similar readings found in later Greek and 


Latin manuscripts, such as Koridethi and the 
Old Latin, may itself have arisen as a copyist’s 
error. The full reading of the Siniatic Syriac 
is as follows: “Joseph, to whom was betrothed 
Mary the Virgin, begat Jesus called the Mes- 
siah.” But, as Machen says: “This text involves 
a contradiction: how could it be said that 
‘Joseph begat Jesus’ if Joseph was only ‘be- 
trothed’ to Mary and if Mary was ‘a virgin’? 

The reading of the Siniatic Syriac can 
be explained as due to the ordinary preremes 
of textual corruption.” 


After a rather full discussion of this possibility 


~ at the hands of some scribe who initiated this 


erroneous reading which implies the physical 
paternity of Joseph, Machen concludes: “That 
scribe himself was surely convinced of the op- 
posite view of the birth of Jesus; otherwise 
he would not have retained Matthew 1:18-25 
in its present form: (It should always be re- 
membered that the Siniatic Syriac narrates the 
virgin birth in this section just as clearly as 
does any other manuscript.) why, then, did he 
gratuitously introduce contradiction? It is un- 
scientific to resort to a difficult and complicated 
explanation of a textual error when a perfectly 
simple explanation lies ready at hand.” 


Taylor’s flamboyant, bristling style leaves one 
at times with the impression that he is making 
mountains out of mole hills, and greatly exag- 
gerating the seriousness of the faults he finds 
in the RSV. But as the old saying, “Where 
there’s smoke, there’s fire,’”’ there are a great 
many fires in the substance of this book which 
are of no small consequence. 


Here is his important conclusion: “Till the 
RSV fails and a better version can unhurriedly 
come into being we are chained to the 
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bad as it seems to all who are aware of the 
out-of-date language of that classic and of its 
many errors in both text and translation. . . . 
We know the main King James errors all over 
the land. But the RSV errors are not known. 
Some of them are not known even to their 
translators. “They were sincerely in error, a 
lot of time. Not before the end of 
the century could the American public be as 
well informed of the errors of the RSV as they 
now know those of the K] version. . . . The 
RSV as one of many study Bibles on your 
desk will be a help; but as a Bible for public 
worship it will prove a calamity and an apostasy 
from the Word of God.” 


Not all will agree with Taylor’s as-things-are- 
now preference for the King James Version, but 
none can dismiss lightly the reasons for the 
preference he has expressed, or the means he 
has indicated for a proper evaluation of the 
RSV or any other version of the Scriptures. 


The greatest weakness of his book is his 
failure in several important instances to go to 
the heart of the errors he has found by attack- 
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“It would be impossible fully to assess 
the contribution the IBJM has made to 
our Society by its interest and coopera- 
tion,” writes Rev. W. R. Newton, General 

Secretary of the British Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel Among the 
Jews, oldest evangelical Jewish mission- 
ary society in the world. He continues, 
“As Founder and Director of IBJM, 
Dr. Gartenhaus seeks to help forward 
the work of Jewish evangelization 
throughout the world and extends a 
helping hand to societies other than our 
own and to many individuals who are 
bearing their witness among the Jews.” 


IBJM enjoys the confidence of recog- - 
nized Christian leaders in America. Dr. 
Gartenhaus has spent 35 years in Jewish 
evangelization in America and abroad. 
IBJM-supported missionaries are wit- 
nessing in Israel, Hungary, North Africa, 
Mexico and India. Read of their minist 
in our quarterly, THE EVERLASTIN 
NATION. Free copy on request. 
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King James. With all its faults, that is not so 


ing the text which the RSV translators have 
selected as the basis for their translation. In 
many instances, there lies the root of the trouble. 
There is no question of the author’s ability to 
have carried out such an attack, but perhaps 
he felt it was beyond the scope of his present 
work. 


As he has written, discounting his sectarian 
prejudices and considerable evidence of intem- 
perate zeal, which would certainly have been 
better received by friend and foe alike if it were 


more restrained, and the whole subject pre- 


sented in language more considerate of the 


feelings and spiritual sensitivities of those he 


writes against — there is a good possibility that 
at least some of them are also Christians — 
the facts are, that he has given the translators 
and readers of the RSV much food for thought. 


*Note: The publishers of the RSV removed footnote e 
from the first page of the New Testament sometime 
in 1953. There is considerable evidence that it was 
eliminated as a result of a severe public criticism of 
this by at least one nationally prominent conservative 
Biblical scholar. It did appear in the earliest copies 
of the RSV New Testament, and that it should have 
ever appeared in it certainly indicates both the bias 
and the carelessness of its translators and editors. 


(To be continued) 


THIS SIMPLE PLAN 
SOLVES A 
GIVING PROBLEM 


Let us give you the simple plan of how, 
through your gift to Church Extension, you 
can also receive a safe, generous and assured 
income for life—beginning now. 


Your gift purchases a regular annuity for 
you and, depending on your age, you may re- 
ceive up to 7.4% per year on your investment 
—regardless of prevailing business conditions. 
Payments are made semi-annually. The prin- 
cipal later goes to the spreading of Christianity 
throughout the South. People of all ages with 
large or small incomes may enjoy this plan. 
You’ll want more details. 


WRITE FOR FULL INFORMATION 
G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Dept. A-3 
| if Atlanta, Georgia 
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 13 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Moral Standards In A Church 


Background Scripture: I Corinthians 5 and 6; 13 


Devotional Reading: Romans 6:12-23 


“Every evil thing with which Paul dealt in his letter was an evil thing which had come into 
the church from the city. There was first, religious license; secondly, moral laxity; and thirdly, social 
disorder.” (Morgan; also, other fh pee 6 aa. The word “city” always makes us think of “sin”. Some 


cities have been notoriously wick 


and immoral. Corinth was one of these. “For example, the nature 


of the worship of Aphrodite is a story too vile for telling.” ‘This moral laxity had invaded the 


church.” In our lesson today Paul takes up 
one special case. 


Morality and religion should go together; 
they must in the Christian religion. Heathen 
religions were often very immoral: both in 
thought and in expression. Our Christian re- 
ligion stresses purity. Our God is a Holy God. 
All sin is abhorrent to Him; He cannot look 
upon it. The Law of God is a Holy Law and 
it stands back of our Christian religion. It is 
true that we are saved by grace through faith, 
without the deeds of the law, but this does not 
mean that we are to continue in sin that grace 
may abound. The very thought makes Paul, 
who teaches salvation by grace, cry out, God 
forbid. How shall we who are dead to sin live 
any longer therein. (See Devotional Reading.) 


These Corinthian Christians had been con- 
verted from heathen thoughts and practices, 
but some of these practices had followed them, 
and they were guilty of gross immorality. In 
these two chapters—5 and 6—Paul takes up 
this question. 


I. A Case of Gross Immorality: 5:1-13. 


Instead of being humiliated by this awful 
sin in the church they were “puffed up” and 
felt no grief over it. This attitude reflected 
upon the whole moral conscience of the congre- 
gation and called for stern measures of rebuke 
and discipline. This sin was like a lump of 
leaven and unless purged out, would leaven the 
whole church. This matter of church discipline 
is very much neglected in our day. It may have 
been carried to an extreme in other days, but 
now it is almost unheard of. It should be al- 
ways executed in a spirit of meekness and love. 
If possible, we are to restore such an one. In 
this case the apostle advises them not to keep 
company with anyone who is a fornicator, or 
covetous, or an idolator, or a railer, or a drunk- 
ard, or an extortioner. The church must be 
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purified of these sins or it will lose its power 
and testimony. In seeking such purity of con- 
duct we are to remember that some of the 
worst sins are hidden sins of the heart. I knew 
a case in my own experience where the Session 
of a church tried to discipline a brother for 
an external sin — in this instance, going to 
a baseball game on Sunday — while their own 
hearts were full of sins which were more griev- 
ous, I am sure. In dealing with the woman 
taken in adultery, Jesus said to her accusers: 
He that is without sin among you, cast the 
first stone. Let us do some thorough searching 
of heart before we judge or discipline a fellow- 
Christian. There are times when it is necessary, — 
and when done in the right way, will cause the 
guilty one to repent and be saved. 


II. Lawsuits: 6:1-8. 


It would seem that the church at Corinth 
had caught the spirit of the city in this matter 
also. Corinth was a commercial center and the 
courts were full of cases where somebody was 
trying to cheat or defraud. Paul tries to shame 
them by showing that it was a disgraceful thing 
for two Christians to appear in a heathen law- 
court suing each other for some reason. He 
asks the question, Why do you not settle these 
cases among yourselves? If Christians are to 
“judge angels”, are they not capable of settling | 
in the right way any disputes which arise? 
Then he suggests an even better way. Why not 
take wrong or suffer ourselves to be defrauded? 
He urges them not to shame the church by 
appealing to heathen judges. 


Every now and then in our day we have a 
lawsuit about church property which often 
causes a great deal of hard feeling. If such 
cases must arise, would it not be far more Chris- 
tian to settle them without appealing to civil 
courts? I have recently read of some most dis- 
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graceful proceedings on the part of those who 
at least called themselves Christians. 


Ill. Appeal for Righteousness and Purity: 6:9-20. 


“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God?’ He gives a list 
of these unrighteous people. Such were some 
of you, but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, 
but ye are justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. Even 
things that are lawful are not always expedient, 
like the eating of meats offered to idols which 
he treats more fully in chapter 8. Then he 
makes a special appeal for the purity of the 
body. These bodies are members of Christ’s 
body and temples of the Holy Spirit. We must 
keep them clean. We are bought with a price, 
therefore we should glorify God in our bodies. 
There have been some strange teachings which 
have crept into the church at times in regard 
to our bodies. Some have neglected and even 
abused their bodies regarding them as sinful, 
or of no importance. The teaching of the Bible 
is plain and simple. We should treat our 
bodies as the temple of the Holy Spirit, pure 
and clean. | 


IV. The Way of Christian Love: Chapter 13. 


It is not sufficient just to purge out the old 
leaven; to cast out the evil spirits; something 
positive must be put into the heart if the con- 
dition in the church is to be permanently cured. 
What can be put into the lives of the saints 
at Corinth which will put an end to contentions 
and immorality? In this great chapter on Chris- 
tian Love Paul is giving the answer. Love is 
the fulfilling of the Law. If we love God with 
all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and our 
neighbor as ourselves we will keep the Law. 
Let us examine this “more excellent way” and 
at the same time examine our own hearts and 
see whether we have this cure for the various 
diseases of the soul. 


In the first three verses of this chapter he 
tells us that Love is a necessity—a “must”—for 
the Christian. The Corinthian Church was a 
gifted church, and they were rather boastful 
about their varied gifts. Paul tells them very 
plainly that without this gift of Christian Love 
all their other gifts are nothing. Eloquence, 


even the eloquence of an angel, is but sounding 
brass or a tinkling cymbal, unless it is the elo- 


quence of love. This is a good thing to remem- 
ber when all sorts of voices are speaking to us. 
Are these voices we hear on radio and television 
worth anything to our world, or are they just 
so much “sound”? Do these people who try 
to get our attention really love us, or are they 
just talking? Then, this thing we call “know- 
ledge” which is exalted very highly today. We 


pride ourselves on our schools and colleges, on 
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our understanding of the deep mysteries of 
science. This knowledge is inclined to “puff 
us up”. We feel superior to many of our fel- 
lowmen who are so ignorant. Paul, one of the 
best educated men of his time, says that 
knowledge is nothing without love. Does our 
knowledge lead us to a life of service and sacri- 
fice, or is it self-centered and satisfied? The — 
greatest in the kingdom are not the ones who 
know the most, but those that serve the best. 
Love will make us serve. Faith is a wonderful 
gift, a foundation grace, but our faith must 
work by love. Faith without works is dead, and 
faith without love is nothing. There is a great 
deal of benevolent work—feeding the poor, and 
other charitable works. We have our Commu- 
nity Chests and we have our drives for money. 
This is all good as far as it goes, but if we do 
not love the objects of our charity, then it 


profits us nothing. There are so many false 


motives for giving; the one motive which merits 
reward is the motive of love. “The gift with- 
out the giver is bare’, and giving without lov- 
ing profits nothing. I wish these words of Paul 
could be deeply pondered by all of us. Do we 
give because we love, or do we give because? 
There have been many martyrs and we think of 
them as the very heroes of faith, but Paul re- 
minds us that even if we give our body to be 
burned and have not love, it profits nothing. 


In the next four verses he shows us what 
love will do for us as Christians: it makes us 
patient and kind; it takes away envy and boast- 
ing and pride; it makes us courteous and un- 
selfish and even-tempered; it does not think 
evil of people or rejoice in their unrighteous- 
ness. It beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, endureth all things. It was 
the very thing which these Corinthians needed 
to cure the prevalent sins in the church. It 
is the greatest of the three great gifts: now abid- 
eth faith, hope, love, these three; but the great- 
est of these is love. 


The lesson for us today is very clear. The 
church needs unity of spirit. There is a great 


deal of strife and confusion and contention. 


We have a lawsuit on our hands in the Synod 
of North Carolina. There is open criticism of 


one of our great evangelists. Jealousy and envy 


are only too common. There is grace and gross 
sin among Christians. The church needs to 
be purified. How is the church to become united 
in heart and pure in life? Some sort of discipline 
might be helpful, if done in the spirit of meek- 
ness. The cure, however, is found in the “more 
excellent way”, the way of Christian Love. Jesus 
said that the world would know that we are 
His disciples because of the love we have for 
each other. Let us pray that this Love will 
take possession of our hearts and lives! 
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YOUNG PEOF 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 13 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


“Thou Shalt Not Steal 


Scripture: Exodus 20:1-17 


Suggested Hymns— 
“Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine” 
“I Would Be Like Jesus” 
“Stand Up, Stand Up For Jesus” 


Leader’s Introduction: 

To some it will seem ridiculous that Christian 
young people should be considering such a 
topic as “Thou shalt not steal.” We assume 
that everyone knows that stealing is a sin, and 
we further assume that no Christian would be 
guilty of this sin. What we do not recognize, 
if we are thinking that way, is that there are 
more ways of stealing than committing armed 
robbery, or cracking a safe, or snatching a 
purse. These more common ways of stealing are 
fully as real and as wrong as the spectacular 
types of theft just mentioned. These common 
ways of stealing are in such wide-spread prac- 
tice that they are considered by some to belong 
in the accepted code of behaviour for Christians. 
We need to get this fact straight: when God 
said, “Thou shalt not steal”, He meant just 
that. Stealing of any and every type is a vio- 
lation of God’s law, and a Christian cannot 
practice it or condone it. 


Our speakers will suggest some of the so- 
called “‘accepted ways of stealing’, so that we 
may examine our own lives and be on guard 
against temptations to do these things. 


First Speaker: 

Cheating in school is a form of stealing. It 
is using knowledge or information which does 
not belong to you in order to win credit which 
you do not deserve. Even if someone willingly 
supplies the information, you are still guilty 
of receiving credit in the form of grades which 
you did not earn. Sometimes a student offers 
the feeble excuse that everybody does it, and 
that he will fall behind the class, if he does 
not go along with the practice. This excuse 
is hardly worthy of consideration. Since God 
has said, “Thou shalt not steal”, you are obli- 
gated to keep His commandment, even if every 
other person on earth disobeyed it. 


In the courts of our land people are some- 
times accused and convicted of “aiding and 
abetting in a crime. This means, of course, that 
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they have a share in the crime by assisting the 
criminal to commit. Whenever you assist 
another student to cheat by offering to share 
your information with him, you are guilty of 
aiding and abetting in the sin of stealing. 


Second Speaker: 

Another common way of stealing is that of 
cheating an employer out of the time and skill 
for which he has paid. Any workman who 
shirks on the job or who does anything less 
than his best, is guilty of stealing. The person 
who kills time on the job or who turns in sloppy, 


shoddy workmanship does not earn all the wage 


he receives. When any person receives that 
which he has not earned (except a gift) he 
has stolen. 

One of the most dangerous ideas abroad in 


our world today is that it is all right to cheat 


a man who has plenty, but wrong to steal from 
a poor man. God makes no such distinctions. 
With Him stealing is stealing, whether the per- 


son from whom we steal is a pauper or a mil- 


lionaire. 


Third Speaker: 
A type of stealing closely related to the. one 
just mentioned is that of padding accounts 


and tax returns. This kind of stealing involves, 


in addition, the sin of misrepresentation, or 
lying. It seems to be generally accepted that 
people who work on an expense account will 
cheat their employer by listing expenses which 
are not actually incurred, or by incurring ex- 
penses which are unnecessary. It also seems 
to be generally accepted that many people cheat 
the government by failing to report their true 
income or by claiming deductions which they 


do not deserve. As has been said by previous 


speakers, stealing is stealing, even though it 
is so general that everyone else does it, and 
even though the employer or the government 
expects it to be done. 


Fourth Speaker: 

Gambling is still another kind of stealing. 
It is a sin which has many evils, but the fun- 
damental thing wrong with gambling is that 
it is stealing. Gambling is different from other 
kinds of stealing because all who enter into 
it readily admit their intentions to steal from 
the other or others. Some device of chance 1s 
allowed to determine who does the stealing and 
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who is stolen from. Of course, chance is a 
very unpredictable thing. People who gamble 
are often tempted to “fix” things in order to 
lessen the risk of losing. So it is that dishonesty 
is very frequently the companion of gambling. 
Any kind of gambling, even the “harmless’ 
matching of coins, or the selling of chances 
on a prize “for some good cause” is a kind of 
stealing. No Christian is justified in stealing, 
even “for a good cause”’. 


Fifth Speaker: 

If it is wrong for citizens to steal from their 
government, then it is also wrong for the gov- 
ernment to steal from its citizens. Do we believe 
that such a thing is actually possible? It is not 


only possible, it has already been accomplished, 
and it is likely to be done again unless people 
come to their senses. The government has a 
right to tax its citizens to provide them with 
certain services when the citizens consent to the 
taxing. However, when one group of citizens 
votes to divide the wealth of the rich among 
all the people, that is stealing even though it 
be done by so-called lawful means and for the 
sake of social betterment. If Christians cannot 
steal, then Christians cannot give their sanction 
to a government which steals from its citizens 
by “lawful means”. Christians are obligated to 


_ know what is going on in their government, and 


to use their votes to protect the God-given rights 
of themselves and their fellow citizens. 


NEWS 


COLUMBIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Decatur, Georgia 


Seventy-five Presbyterian ministerial candidates 
from fifteen states and one foreign country, repre- 
senting academic degrees from thirty-two colleges 


and universities are being registered as first year 


students at Columbia Seminary during Orientation 
week beginning September 16 and ending Septem- 
ber 20. Orientation week consists of familiariza- 
tion lectures by members of the faculty and upper 
classmen, various types of testing and formal re- 
ceptions given by the faculty. . 


The student body as a whole for 1957-58 will 
consist of 265 students which is cited as one of 
the largest student bodies in the history of this 
Presbyterian institution which has for 125 years 
trained Presbyterian ministers for the southeastern 
states of Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, Alabama 
and Mississippi. 


New faculty members include Dr. Shirley C. 
Guthrie, Jr., a graduate of Austin College, Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary and the University of 
Basel. Dr. Guthrie will act as an Associate Pro- 


fessor of New Testament and Systematic Theology. 


Dr. Wade P. Huie, a graduate of Emory University, 
Columbia Seminary and the University of Edin- 
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burgh has been appointed to the Peter Marshall 

chair of Homiletics and will report to the seminary 

on January 1, 1958. Mr. Sidney Anderson, a gradu- 

ate of Hampden-Sydney and Columbia Seminary 

is the new Registrar in addition to being the 

re si of Field Work and Professor of Industrial 
urch. 


Visiting Professors include Dr. Paul Traugott 
Fuhrmann, a product of Neuchatel Independent 
School of Theology, Drew Theological Seminary 
and Drew University; Dr. James M. Robinson, a 
graduate of Davidson College, Columbia Theological 
Seminary, University of Basel and Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary; Dr. Martin A. Schmidt of the 
University of Basel. | 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta — Men of the Atlanta Presbytery have 
been conducting a series of rallies to lay ground- 
work for a 13-year expansion plan. 


Dr. Bonneau Dickson, executive secretary of 
Church Extension of the Atlanta Presbytery, says 
that plans call for the establishment of nine rural 


churches. These churches will be sponsored by 


the Men of the Church of Atlanta Presbytery. 
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. . . the new books coming out in October. Publishers throughout the 
country are releasing their latest books this month—books, to satisfy 
every taste and a variety of needs. Haven’t been able to find just what 
you want? Need new material for a speech or a Sunday School lesson? 
Can’t find the right gift for the friend who’s read everything? Look 
over the new books offered by your Presbyterian Book Stores. If you 
can’t browse in person, write for the 1958. Book and Supply Catalog. 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 


Box 6127, Atlanta 8, Georgia Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 
Box 1020, Dallas 21, Texas 


The first rally was held September 19th, at 
Griffin, when Dr. Dickson addressed the group, 
speaking on the topic, “Atlanta Presbytery—lIts 
Prospects and Its Plans.” 


Other rallies are scheduled for Smyrna Presby- 
terian Church, near Conyers, on September 21; 
North Avenue Church, Atlanta, on October 1; and 
a fourth scheduled in October, somewhere in the 
western area of the Presbytery The place and 
date of the latter one will be announced later. 


TENNESSEE 


Nashville — Dr. S. Hugh Bradley, Field Secre- 
tary of the Board of World Missions, has returned 
to his home in Nashville after recuperating in 
Korea from a heart attack early in the summer. 
Dr. Bradley expects to be back in his office for 
limited service in about two weeks, according to 
sly Darby Fulton, Executive Secretary of the 


LOUISIANA 


Metairie — Four members of the Primary De- 
partment of the Metairie Ridge Presbyterian 
Church of Metairie (New Orleans) Louisiana will 
as New Testaments at the Rally Day program 

ere. 


They are: Richard Adkins, Winifred Bingham, 
John Pope, and Donald Petitpain. 


In a study program of the Child’s Catechism 
launched in the department during the summer 
months, a scoreboard was kept weekly on a black- 
board in the classroom, under the direction of 
Frances Gianelloni, department superin- 
endent. 


Rollin Orr is Sunday School superintendent, and 
the Rev. John W. Bracey is pastor. 
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Statement to the Congregation 
of Highland Park 
Presbyterian Church 


Dallas, Texas 


September 15, 1957 


Below is a statement which Dr. William Elliott read 
to his congregation Sunday, September 15th, on the 
subject of integration. The statement met with en- 
thusiastic response in Dallas. This is not a “Moderator 
deliverance.” It is simply one pastor’s statement to 


his people. 


Our community—along with many other Ameri- 
can communities—is beset just now with a difficult 
social problem, the problem of racial integration 
in our public schools. There is a sharp difference | 
of opinion on the subject; there are hot words of 
anger and intimidation, and, in some unhappy 
communities, incidents of mob violence. 


I feel that I would be untrue to my calling as 


a minister of the gospel, and as a religious leader 


in this community, if I did not say something re- 
garding our responsibility as Christians in this 
present crisis. 


First, it is the responsibility of Christian people 
to help create an atmosphere in which every in- 
dividual citizen feels free to express his opinion, 
whatever that may be. We will never get any- 
where in the solution of a tense issue like this 
when individuals hesitate to say what they think 
for fear their fellow citizens will misjudge them, 
or accuse them of stupidity or insincerity, or mis- 
interpret what they say. Freedom of speech in 
this country is a blood-bought privilege; let us not 
only defend it, but encourage it. 


Second, it is our responsibility as Christians to 
exercise the greatest care in what we say, and in 
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the manner and spirit in which we say it. It is 
obviously the right and duty of every citizen to 
have opinions and to express them, but when a 
person expresses his opinion irresponsibly and in 
a spirit full of prejudice and fierce emotion, he 
does the entire community a disservice. Attitudes 
are of the greatest importance when dealing with 
controversial issues. Difficult problems of this 
nature can never be solved in a climate of ig- 
norance, hatred, anarchy and prejudice. We des- 
perately need just now, all over our Southland, 
men and women of humility, patience, good will, 
discretion and restraint. We need men and women 
of disciplined emotions and disciplined speech. “He 
that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; 
and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh 
a city” (Proverbs 16:32). If the Christian church 
is not providing men and women of this sort, then 
she is failing in her mission! | 


And third, it is our responsibility as Christians 
to spend much time in prayer—first of all for 
ourselves, that we may come to know the will of 
God in this important matter of human relations, 
for His will is all that matters, and that He will 
create within us those attitudes and virtues which 
will enable us to speak and act and vote at all 
times as true followers of His son, Jesus Christ. 


And we should spend much time in prayer for 
those in authority in our Boards of Education, our 
local governments, and our courts, that they too, 
may seek God’s will, and that they may be given 
Divine wisdom in all their decisions and pronounce- 
ments, and Divine guidance as they lead us to a 
just and peaceful solution of our vexing problem. 


Let me remind you that, whether we like it or 
not, this problem which we have on our hands 
is more than a domestic issue. What we say and 
do about it here in the United States will have 
repercussions all over the world. It will affect, 
for good or ill, our relations with other nations 
and races, and it will advance or retard the church’s 
missionary enterprise abroad. May our Heavenly 
Father show us the way, and keep us from those 
attitudes and actions which would deny our faith 
and damage our influence before the world! 


—William M. Elliott, Jr. 
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CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH. Anders Nygren. 
Westminster Press. $2.50. | 


Bishop Nygren is one of Europe’s most widely 
known churchmen. He is best known through his 
study “‘Agape and Eros’. His experience in the 
church has been extensive, ranging from rural 
pastor to Bishop in the Church of Sweden. 


Nygren maintains that the church is an integral 
part of the gospel and is indispensable a part as 
Christ himself. In this volume he gives us a detailed 
study of the whole question of the Messianic idea 


and how this Messianic function finally found 
its resolution in Christ. He emphasizes the thought 
that there could be no Messiah without a Messianic 
people and no Christ without His church. 
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Developing the Full Capacity of Mind, 
Body and Soul. | 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. om 


PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division of Consolidated Presbyterian 
College of Synod of N. C. 
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FO 
OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 


OUR YOUTH. 
Louis C. LAMOTTE, PRESIDENT 
Maxton, North Carolina 


In the discussion on the unity of the church 
the bishop shows us that this unity is not a uni- 
formity but a diversity. This is illustrated in the 
concept of the church as a body of Christ. 


THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CHURCH. 
Anders Nygren. Westminster Press. $2.50. . 


“The Significance of the Church” was written 
especially for laymen. It is in a series described 
as the “‘Layman’s Theological Library’’. This slen- 
der volume is a study of the teachings, tasks, strug- 
gles, triumphs, strengths and weaknesses and the 
individual’s responsibility to the church and to 
Christ, the Head of it. 


One of the values of this volume is to present 
to laymen the thought that in the Protestant 


‘Reformation the breaking away from Rome was 


not an invention of a new religion or a new 
church. This break was in reality the calling of 
the church back to primitive Christianity. Adopt- 
ing the figure of the church as a ship, the author 
remarks, “What the Reformers did was to take 
the ship into dry dock, chip off the barnacles, and 
restore the lost equipment so that the same ship 
could be launched again and fulfill its proper 
task.”’ 


Valuable as this volume is in spots, it has some 
obvious weaknesses. The author tries to make 
out a case to convince his readers that there can 
be no Christianity in any church that does not 
promote racial integration or the ecumenical move- 
ment. The main value of this book is found in 
its challenge to Christians to a greater sense of 
dedication to the church and to Jesus Christ who 


is the head of the church and whom the church 


exists to serve. 


YOUTH AND THE CHURCH. James E. Clarke. 
Christopher Publishing Co. $2.00. 


“Youth And the Church’’, as the name indicates, 
is written to the youth of America. The author 
has attempted to meet the needs of young people 
and make a special effort to avoid theological 
and ecclesiastical terms which are unfamiliar to 
young people. He outlines what young people must 
know in order to have a better understanding of 
the church. 


Dr. Clarke emphasizes the need of Christian 
simplicity in dealing with youth and securing their 
allegiance to the church. He senses the danger 
of using high sounding phrases poured forth at 
round tables of the intelligentsia. He believes 
that such people allow their heads to become 
swollen with their own conceits until their eyes 
are closed to the realities of the spiritual world 
and that even in the church there is the need for 
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the conversion of such men from intellectual pom- 
posities to spiritual simp . Despite the fact 
that at times the author seems to have but seks 
regard for Christian doctrine, this book is hi 
stimulating and — 


TITLES OF THE TRIUNE GOD. Herbert F. 
Stevenson. Fleming H. Revell Co. $2.50. 


This is a rewarding study of the names and 
titles by which God has made Himself known to 
men throughout the ages, as recorded in the Bible. 
The author shows how each name by which God 
makes Himself known is a medium of revelation. 
When the reader has laid this volume down, he will 
be astonished at the number and variety of titles 
and metaphors through which God’s character and 
activities are made to shine. The author has pro- 
duced a work here that will be of value not only 
for advanced Bible students but also for the lay- 
man who has a limited knowledge of theology. 


THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS. Joseph 
Parker. Baker Book House. $2.75. 


Joseph Parker was an English Con gregationalist 
preacher of the latter half of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. He was a voluminous writer and many of 
his writings still speak to us today with freshness. 

After an enlightening introductory chapter this 
book becomes a verse-by-verse commentary on 
The Epistles to the Ephesians. It is explanatory 
and practical. Ministers and teachers will find 
this work to be both instructive and inspirational. 


LeGette Blythe. John 


THE CROWN TREE. 
Knox Press. $3.50. 


LeGette Blythe is a distinguished Presbyterian 
layman from the Presbytery of Mecklenburg. He 
is a man with a strong love of family which shows 
through his writings. This volume is a powerful 
novel that brings the fascinating story of the birth 
of the Christian church with its good news of 
eternal life. In this volume, dramatic events of 
three worlds—Roman, Hebrew and Christian—un- 
fold in vivid scenes before our eyes. In the read- 
ing of this volume one senses the power of the 
Christian faith to change the lives of men and 
women. 


DEATH OF A NAVY. Andrieu d’Albas. Devin- 


Adair Co. $5.50. 


This volume came out of World War II. It is 
the battle story of Japan’s Imperial Navy from a 
few days prior to Pearl Sacha to the surrender. 
It is unique in that it is based on Japanese docu- 
ments, on conversations with ranking officers of 
the Imperial Navy, and on reminiscences of Jap- 
anese seamen. Many important facts of the war 


are revealed for the first time. 


HAPPINESS ALWAYS. Margaret Moore Jacobs. 
“Dear Little House.”’ $3.00. 


Every page of Happiness Always virtually bub- 
bles over with a contagious joy and happiness. 
All these printed pages are as 7 means of 


sharing this happiness with others 


The author has found her days filled with happi- 
ness and she looks forward to even more happiness. 


Dr. Jacobs writes of sunrises and mountain 
streams, woods, flowers, friends, home, memories, 
always with gladness that God gave these to enjoy. 

In the last chapter of her book, the author writes: 
“There is a bronze marker set in pink Georgian 
marble on the corner near the ‘Dear Little House’ 
(home of the author and her husband). The 
raised letters of the marker say ‘Margaret Moore 
Jacobs Avenue — Dedicated Springtime, 1948’. 
Sometimes the boys and girls stop and ask me 
if it is my ‘tombstone’. I tell them, ‘Yes, it’s a 
pink tombstone, the very nicest kind. One I can 
— around and look at and enjoy while I am 
iving. | 


WHEN I CONSIDER. Marion M. Schoolland. 
Eerdmans. $2.50. 


From a cottage on the banks of a quiet river 
Marion Schoolland — to busy souls and 
sharpens the sense of communion with God by 
leading her readers to contemplate God’s work 
in nature and the spiritual realities lying behind 
natural objects. Using the lens of Scripture she 
reveals the faith, hope, and love, the wonder and 
mystery, the beauty, goodness, truth, and wisdom, 
humility and praise that shine through the won- 
derful works of God in nature. She has the ability 
to see the invisible revealed in the visible. 


@ A SAFE, SURE INVESTMENT 
@ A GUARANTEED LIFETIME INCOME 


the world. 
LFRED A. KUNZ 


Please send NAME 


The Pocket Testament League 
helps YOU plan for a 
HAPPY OLD AGE 


Peace of heart and mind are the prime requisites 
for serene and happy years ahead. 


PTL Annuities bring Peace That Lasts to you — 


@ FREEDOM FROM FINANCIAL WORRIES 
@ CONTINUING CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 


PTL Annuities bring Peace That Lasts to a sin-sick world — 
If you wish to invest in a PTL 


benefits you, but helps to take the Annuity, or want information for 
future reference, send today, without 
obligation, for our Annuity Booklet. 


Your annuity investment not only 


Word of God to multitudes around 


The Pocket Testament League 


your Annuity ADDRESS 
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